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teachers every vice that men could possess, and at the time of
Bradlaugh's death one of them, within my hearing, apparently
thought that it would please God and assist Christian orthodoxy if
he declared before a London audience that Bradlaugh 'had slunk
into eternity without paying his debts/
It would be easy to do the Church a serious injustice when
describing the attitude adopted by her representatives towards the
new religious ideas and the social aspirations of forty years ago, and
I always tried to remember what her position was. The Christian
churches existed in order to preach and defend certain inherited
doctrines, and the clergy were therefore instinctively opposed to
new ideas which appeared to undermine their authority. It has
been one of the major misfortunes of religious history that the
English churches have been so constantly occupied with questions
of creed and ritual, that they have in great part left creative religious
thought and interpretation to other institutions.
Take, for example, the remoteness, even to-day, of current
British orthodoxy from the living needs of our time. Consider
the British Empire, with its differing civilizations, its many reli-
gions and languages, its races in varying stages of social and
spiritual development. What the British Commonwealth of
Nations needs in order to unify its spirit, and to hold it firm in
enthusiastic loyalty to a common purpose, is a religion, the main
principles of which would appeal to all its separate parts—a religion
which would interpret the idealism of the Britannic Alliance in
such a way as to inspire and sustain the allegiance of all the peoples
living under the British flag.
The actual position is grotesque, and possibly dangerous. The
British Empire is a community of nations possessing widely diver-
gent and mostly irreconcilable religious convictions. Only about
eleven per cent of its population are even nominally Christians; yet
the official religion of this mixed family of peoples, who should
find inspiration and spiritual unity in a common faith which should
bind together the Hindu, the Muhammadan, the Buddhist, and
men of many other faiths, is presented in the Thirty-nine Articles
of the English Church, concerning which Dr. W. R. Inge has said
that, if they had to be interpreted in their plain English meaning,
its clergy would have to be drawn from men who were either liars,
bigots, or fools; and the Bishop of Durham has stated1 that 'on
purely democratic grounds the Church ought to be disestablished,
1 The Times, 2gtk August 1932.

